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COURSE ORDERED BY THE KING.
[Boos: VI.
letter. It is written in the hand of Packer, Bucking-barn's secretary, and has no signature or docket. But as it agrees exactly with what followed, we need not doubt that it is a true copy.
" Right trusty and well beloved Counsellors, we greet you well.    We have perused your letter touching the proceeding with Sir Walter Ralegh, in both which courses propounded by you we find imperfection.   As first we like not that there should be only a narration set forth in print of his crimes, together with our warrant for his execution.   And secondly for the other course of a public calling him before our Council, we think it not fit, because it would make him too popular, as was found by experiment at the arraignment at Winchester, where by his wit he turned the hatred of men into compassion of him.   Secondly it were too great honor to him to have that course to be taken against one of his state which we have observed never to have been used but towards persons of great quality, as namely, the Countess of   Shrewsbury and some such.     Besides it would make too great a stir to have such sending of advice and direc-.tions to and fro as you mention in your letter.   We have therefore thought of a middle course, that he be called only before those who have been the examiners of him hitherto, and that the examinations be read, and himself heard, and others confronted with him, who were with him in this action.    And that our Attorney and Solicitor be employed to inform against him. [touching his acts of hostility, depredation, abuse as well of our commission as of our subjects under his charge, his imposture, attempt of escape, and other his misdemeanors].1    Only for the French we hold it not fit that they be named but only by incident, and that very lightly, as that he should have escaped in a French bark [without drawing them into the crime.] 2   And then after the sentence for his execution which hath been thus long suspended, a declaration be presently put forth in print, a warrant being sent down for us to sign for his execution." 8
1  The words within brackets are interlined in the MS.
2  The words within brackets are struck oat in MS.
8 On the other side of the leaf is written, " Wherein we hold the French Physician's confession very material, as also his own and his consorts' confession, that before they were at the Islands he told them his aim was at the Fleet, with his son's oration when tbej- came to the town, and some touch of his hateful speeches of onr person.''
